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The Pacific Regional moves to boost the market
Quality Infrastructure of the Solar PV Products and
Services
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In efforts to boost the quality of the regional solar market in the Pacific region, the Pacific Centre for Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency (PCREEE) in partnership with the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) and the International Solar Alliance (ISA) with technical support from MicroEnergy
International (MEI), has successfully completed the Development of Regional Quality Infrastructure Frameworks
for Solar Photovoltaic Products and Services. These efforts are part of the Solar Technologies and Application Centre
(STAR-C) initiative, implemented with financial support from the Government of France. This initiative is anchored
within the Global Network of Regional Sustainable Energy Centers (GN-SEC) with the aim of enhancing regional
solar energy quality and qualification frameworks across West and East Africa, as well as the Pacific Islands (SPC).

The QI framework developed for the Pacific region serves as a comprehensive policy tool to ensure reliability, safety
and performance of technology solutions and components across the SPC region and its partner institutions. This is
envisaged to establish a baseline of trust in the industry and the market, ultimately supporting access to reliable and
affordable solar energy products and services.

Achievements:

As part of these efforts in the region, a baseline assessment and analytical on existing market QI landscape was
conducted to identify the existing gaps. Building on these findings, a regional Solar PV QI Framework and
Management System, along with an implementation roadmap was developed for the SPC region. As part of the key
recommendations of these efforts, a policy brief was developed for the establishment and strengthening of Regional
Technical Committees to oversee the implementation of the proposed roadmap. In addition, capacity building
materials on the fundamentals of QI and the requirements for effective implementation of solid QI frameworks were
produced to further raise awareness and promote knowledge dissemination on quality infrastructure across the region.

As part of the process towards adopting the QI framework as an official working document for the SPC region, a
hybrid validation workshop was held on 18" and 19 of September 2025 at the Pullman Hotel in Auckland, New
Zealand, to review the draft and ensure its relevance, practicality, and alignment with regional priorities and existing
institutional structures.

SPC Stakeholder Validation Workshop in Auckland, September 2025

Next Steps:

Upon successful approval by the Regional Senior Energy Officers Meeting in November, the next step shall focus
on strengthening regional cooperation to implement and enforce the regional roadmaps for regional Quality
Infrastructure Frameworks and support the regional standards harmonisation processes through actions such as:

e Mobilise funding for the operationalisation and management of the proposed regional roadmaps for solar PV
Quality Infrastructure.

e Strengthening institutional collaboration in SPC under the Interim Pacific QI Governance structure.
e The Pacific Island Countries should leverage the Australian database to ensure that relevant solar products
reviewed and certified in Australia can be exempted from testing in the region.
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